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Ozark City Schools 

Guidance on Wearing Masks after April 9, 2021 

 

Governor Ivey has lifted the mandatory mask order effective April 9, 2021, but has encouraged 

local cities, counties and organizations to be responsible, and continue wearing masks for the 

foreseeable future. 

The Ozark City School System intends to follow the guidance of the Governor on this issue.  

Effective April 9, masks will no longer be absolutely required during the school day and at school 

system functions. The school system does strongly encourage the continued wearing of masks 

for the safety of students and staff. While students will not be disciplined for not wearing a 

mask, they will be encouraged to wear a mask, especially in situations where social distancing 

is not possible. It has been proven that masks are one effective way to limit the spread of Covid-

19. 

One possible exception to this practice would be a situation where a teacher has not been 

vaccinated, for medical reasons, and would be considered high risk for catching the virus. If this 

situation exists, the teacher may require the students to wear a mask while in class and when 

social distancing is not possible. The students would be expected to comply with this request. 

Students and staff in the school system are looking forward to the day when all activities will 

return to normal. We are much closer to that being a reality now, than we were six months ago. 

However, as conditions continue to improve, we must continue to take steps to protect all of 

our staff and students. 

I appreciate the patience and cooperation of all of our families and staff members as we have 

made some very difficult decisions this school year. 

 

Rick McInturf 

Superintendent 

 


